Under the Same Moon
	The film that I watched was Under the Same Moon. It is a Spanish movie that was directed by Patricia Riggen and was released in April 2008 featuring film stars including Adrian Alonso, Kate del Castillo, America Ferrera and Eugenio Derbez, among others. In the film, also referred to as La Misma Luna, the main characters are Carlitos, a nine-year-old boy, and his mother, Rosario. The film is centered on unfolding the parallel stories of a mother and son. Rosario moves to the US in search of a better life for both herself and her son. She lives Carlitos under the care of her ill mother in Mexico. Even though Rosario calls her son Carlitos every Sunday at 10.00 a.m., he misses his mother now that he has not seen her for four years. Soon after his 9th birthday, Carlitos’ grandmother dies forcing the boy to embark on a journey in search of his mother; as he also sort to escape from his repressive uncle and aunt that wanted to be his guardians so that they could get the money that Rosario sent to Mexico to cater for his needs. He seeks the help of the transporters, David and Martha, to cross the Mexico-America border. Carlitos journey is full of challenges, but he does not give up the search for his beloved mother. Rosario, on the other hand, loses one job and she seemingly cannot find another. Her savings plan is disoriented, and she can now not rely on her initial plan of getting a lawyer to help her with legalization matters. She almost marries her way into American citizenship and legalization, all for the sake of reuniting with her son. Eventually, mother and son are reunited in Los Angeles.
I liked the film because it told a story so real and relatable. The fact that it focuses on the struggles of a nine-year-old boy, who only wants to be with mother again, is both heartbreaking and heartwarming. The sentimental value that is created based on the separation of mother and son builds the anticipation of the viewer, keeping them curious to see what happens next, in the journeys of both mother and son as they seek to reunite with each other. The reunion is the peak of the movie and is foreordained as its end credits; which adds to the appeal of the film as the viewer is left in a celebratory mood after the long wait of the event that was forerun by unpredictability and hardship in Carlitos’ and Rosario’s journeys.
	The character that I sympathize with most is Carlitos. He is only nine, yet the weight of the world rests entirely on his shoulders. Back in Mexico, he has to care for his ill grandmother while dealing with the feelings of abandonment; considering that his mother had left him to go and work in the US and he never knew his father. When Carlitos resolves to take matters into his own hands after the death of his grandmother, his journey to the US is tough. He is smuggled to the border under a car seat. It is hot and uncomfortable, but he perseveres. The car is towed from the border to El Paso with Carlitos in it because the transporters had not paid parking tickets. Despite having paid them to get him to his mother, Carlitos is forced to find new means of executing his plan. At the impound lot, he gets out from under the car seat, carries his backpack and heads to the bus station. Unfortunately, he drops his remaining money and as if things were not hard enough already, he must come up with a whole new plan on how he will make it to get to his mother without the money he had saved for the trip. The consequent events in Carlitos’ journey included; almost being sold to pimps because he owed someone money; working at a tomato farm; an encounter with the I.N.S (the migra); working at a coffee shop; and, briefly meeting his father who disappears from his life again shortly after. Finally, he makes it to Los Angeles but instead of the home address, he has the post office address and at that point in time, his efforts meet a dead end. Carlitos is way too young to be experiencing the kind of hardships he is forced to deal with in the film.
	The Mexican culture of illegal movement to the US in search for greener pastures is highlighted in the film. Even though the American laws are against such journeys, undertaken by both adults and children, the pressing needs that drive such decisions by the violators of the law are clearly highlighted in the movie. The realities underlying border crossings from Mexico to the US are presented in a manner that is perceivable; especially tagging at the heartstrings by highlighting the issue of torn families. Viewing the film allowed me to understand that illegal migration of Mexicans into the US is driven by more than just the need for money. The risks taken in undertaking such dangerous journeys are propelled by greater forces like a sense of responsibility and the love for family; factors that make the unlawful acts more sympathetic than criminal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The viewing experience of Under the Same Moon was unlike most films because it was characteristically underlain by suspense resulting from the unpredictability of events. As a viewer, I expected that Rosario’s mother would die eventually but not within the short span of time that she did. At the border, when the transporters were cleared by the border guards, I visualized Carlitos’ reunion with Rosario; but, seemingly, there was still a long way to go before mother and son were reunited. Similarly, at the wedding, I expected Rosario’s to marry Paco, but it turned out that she changed her mind even though she had rushed the wedding arrangements to avoid the same. The uncertainty of events in the film build viewer curiosity, making the film a satisfying masterpiece, especially with the peak reunion ending.
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